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well as depth* Soon, lowered income and unemployment
were seen in constant interaction, forcing the national econ-
omy into a descending spiral. White-collar workers began
to take salary cuts, laborers to find discharge slips in pay en-
velopes. The city felt the shock first* Initial symptoms were
not ostentatious: postponement in buying that new car, or
breaking ground for a new home; surrender of small apart-
ments by young couples moving in with parents; a drop in
pleasure travel and theater attendance; more business for the
cleaner, invisible mender, shoe-repair man, less for tailor and
haberdasher.
A few grimmer signs appeared early, upon a small scale.
In late February, 1930, Seattle, Los Angeles and Chicago
witnessed minor demonstrations of the unemployed, in
which Communists usually had a hand* In the same month
bread lines in the Bowery were drawing two thousand daily.
In March Milwaukee opened a municipal soup kitchen* The
summer of 1930, as happened seasonally through the De-
pression, brought a measure of relief* Food was fresher, more
plentiful and cheaper; clothing, fuel and shelter offered prob-
lems less acute. But the descent of winter in 1930-1931 in-
augurated harder times, with New York City appropriating a
million dollars for direct relief and Lloyd's of London an-
nouncing that for the first time on record they were selling
riot and civil-commotion insurance in quantity to American
clients.
Outside the city, harbingers of the crisis were less news-
worthy. Farmers had known nothing but depression since the
Armistice boom burst, and even though their plight con-
tinued to worsen, they had the gloomy satisfaction of long
conditioning. Smaller industrial cities and towns, however,
were reluctant to admit the fact of hard times, which in many
citizens' eyes was either a Manhattan gamblers' fiasco or else
just a state of mind* They congratulated themselves upon a
firmer foundation. Notwithstanding that every fourth fac-
tory worker in Muncie, Indiana—the Middletown of sociol-

